MINUTES
Faculty of Graduate Studies 

Graduate New Programs and Curriculum Committee Meeting

Friday, November 25, 2011; 9:00 – 11:00am

Venue:  Room 203, Graduate Student Centre, 6371 Crescent Road
Present: Shauna Butterwick, Murdoch McAllister, Bill McKee, Bill Ramey, Max Read, Allen Sens, Susie Stephenson
Regrets: Stelvio Bandiera, Ben Goold, Tim Green, Doug Harris, Anthony Lau, Moura Quayle, Clive Roberts, Ginette Vallee
1. Adoption of Agenda
2. Minutes of November 4, 2011 meeting
-approved 
3. Business Arising
-the new LAFS program titled Master of Land and Water Resources (approved by NPCC on November 4, 2011 and Grad Council on November 10, 2011) is now called Master of Land and Water Systems; the listing of courses for the program (page 4) was adjusted to show 23 required credits and 9 elective credits; the program was approved by the Senate Curriculum Committee on November 22, 2011 under the new title

-Faculty of Arts Curriculum Committee Chair Allen Sens to take GEOG 512 proposal to department for approval; the proposal was prepared by FoGS on behalf of Geography and will close the loop on the equivalency statements for FRST 501, GEOG 512 and RMES 520
4. Resubmitted Proposals  
	Faculty of Arts
Submitted by Maureen Chin

	ECON 544 (3)

-update effective session to Summer 2012
Action: Approved pending edits
	


5. New Proposals  
	Faculty of Law
Submitted by Bob Wilson

	LAW 530 (4)

-list potential instructors in syllabus
-change Law to LAW on left-hand side of proposal

Action: Approved pending edits
	


	Faculty of Applied Science
Submitted by Deb Feduik

	BMEG 500 (1)

-elaborate on nature of assignments (reports, presentations) and provide more detail on how participation will be evaluated, particularly in light of the potential to fail the course if a student fails the participation portion 
-the Committee recommends the syllabus is changed to describe learning outcomes in terms of the expected learning to be experienced from the student’s perspective. For example, “As a result of this course the student will be able to…” 
-remove last sentence of description

-change last sentence of rationale statement to read: “This course will be part of the list of potential core course selections for BME students who do not take the EiS stream.”

Action: Hold
BMEG 501 (3)

-remove description from left-hand side of proposal (redundant with title)
-under Course Grading on the syllabus, provide detail on how the team grade is determined. What is expected in the logbook and how is that assessed? How will the individual contribution multiplier be derived and what is the format for peer and supervisor assessments?

-provide example of reporting guidelines referred to under Project Requirements on the syllabus
Action: Hold 
BMEG 590 (1)

-under Class Format on the syllabus, what is the nature of the workshops and what are the parameters for choosing ones that are appropriate? What is the expectation for the professional development plan and is that evaluated?

-under Project Requirements on the syllabus, what is the format of the integrative assessment, what are the expectations for it and how is it evaluated?

-under Course Grading, how is attendance tracked?

-change course description to read: “Formulate and implement a professional skills development plan involving workshops on topics such as writing, presentation, teaching, finance, marketing, equity, ethics.”

Action: Hold
CIVL 555 (3)

-remove “Introduction to” from description

-under Course Materials on the syllabus, ensure practices are in line with the University’s and instructors’ obligations under copyright law and amend language accordingly 
-clarify how class participation is evaluated

Action: Hold
MTRL 559 (3)

-under Texts and Bibliography on the syllabus, ensure practices are in line with the University’s and instructors’ obligations under copyright law and amend language accordingly

-under Assessment Strategies on the syllabus, clarify expectations in relation to learning objectives and the method for evaluation of student obtainment of those  objectives within the context of the assignments
-clarify number of assignments and ensure it is properly reflected in points 5 and 6 of syllabus 

Action: Hold
MECH 596 (3)

-under Texts and Bibliography on the syllabus, ensure practices are in line with the University’s and instructors’ obligations under copyright law and amend language accordingly

-clarify process for determining differential grading for students in team projects

-clarify what is meant by  “essentially” in the first paragraph under Assessment Strategies on the syllabus so that it is clear how and if  students are graded differentially
Action: Approved pending edits
	BMEG 597 (6)*
-resubmit as a Category 1 proposal with appropriate supporting materials (syllabus, budget/library/curriculum consultations)
-keep left-hand side of proposal as it currently appears

-remove URL and present Calendar entry from right-hand side

-change type of action to “Create new course”

-remove bullets 1, 3 and 4 from right-hand side

-keep bullet 2 but provide an expanded rationale statement for the new course
-is BMEG 597 intended to be percentage graded? Please confirm. 

-create a separate Category 2 proposal related to bullet 4 to reflect change in program requirement
-add current program description to the right-hand side of the proposal and the new description to left-hand side (using BMEG 597 instead of BMEG 594)

-type of action should be “Change program description” 

-create a separate Category 2 proposal related to bullet 3 to change BMEG 554 to BMEG 594
 -type of should be “Renumber course and change credits”
Action: Hold
BMEG 598 (1)

-will need to submit a separate Category 2 proposal to update program requirements as BMEG 598 (formerly BMEG 552) is a required course for all BMEG students and the Calendar description for the program must reflect the new course number
Action: Approved
CIVL 559 (3)

Action: Approved


	Faculty of Education
Submitted by Christine Wallsworth 

	EPSE 537 (3)

-clarify what part participation plays in grading
-clarify the total number of points a student can earn and how each of these relate to the total grade
-provide more details for the items under Course Requirements on the syllabus 

-change rationale statement to read: “The change of focus of this course is necessary because of a change of content for the program in visual impairment.  This course will be used for preparation of teachers of students with visual impairments as an elective in orientation and mobility. The old course EPSE 537 is being revised for this change since this course has not been used for several years.”
Action: Hold 
	


6. Adjournment of Meeting

7. Next meeting:  9:00 AM, Friday, December 16, 2011, Room 203 of the Graduate Student Centre
*proposal for Senate Curriculum Sub-Committee of Graduate Programs
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